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SERMON XV. 


On MatTrT. Xvi. 3 


Ye can difcern the Face of the Sky ; but can ye not dif- 
cern the Signs of the Times ? 


HE entire paffage runs this: The Pharifees alfo 
_ with the Sadducees came, and tempting, defired 
him, that pe would few them a fign from heaven. He 
anfwered and faid, When it is evening, ye fay, It will be 
fair weather ; for the fhy is red ; and in the morning, It 
will be P a weather t0- -day ; for the Shy is red and lqwer- 
ing. 
but hay not difcern the Signs of the times? 
he Pharifees alfo with the Sadduces‘cam& In ge- 


neral thele were quite oppofite to each other: but it is 


no uncommon thing for the children of the world to lay 
afide their oppofition to each other (at leaft, for a ‘ea- 
fon) and cordially to unite in oppofing the children of 
God: and tempting , that is, making a trial, whether he 
was indeed fent.of-God, de/ired him that he would fhew 
them a _fign fr. heave n, which they.believed no falfe pro- 
phet was able fo do. It is not improbable, they ima- 
gined, this wauld’ convince. them, that he was really 
fent frou God... He anfioereds aid unto them, When 
it is evening, ye fay, It will b€*fgir ‘ahegther, Sor the fhy 
is red: and in the morning, it | be foul weather odie 
for the fhy is red and lowering "Probably there were 
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ye hypocrites, ye can difcern the face of the hy 3. 
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more certain figns of fair and foul weather, in their 
climate, than there are in ours. O ye hypocrites, mak. 
ing profeflion of love, while you have enmity in your 
hearts: Ye can difeern the face of the fhy, and judge 
thereby what the weather will be: but can ye not difcern 
the figns of the times, when God brings his firft begot- 
ten Son into the world? 

3. Let us more particularly enquire, firft, What were 
the times, whereof our Lord here {peaks? And what 
weregthe figns whereby thofe times were to be diftin- 

uifhed from alt others ? We may then enquire, fecond. 
y, What are the times which we have reafon to believe 
are now at hand? Arid how is it that all who are called 
Chriftians do not difcern the figns of thefe times 2 * 

Il. 1. Let us in the firft place, enquire, What times 
were thofe, concerning which our Lord is here fpeak. 
ing? It is ealy to anfwer, The times of the Mefliah: 
the times ordained before the foundation of the world, 
wherein it pleafed God, to give his only begotten Son, 
to take our nature upon him, to be found i in ’ fafbian asa 
man, to live a life of forrow and pain, and at length to 
be obedient unto death, even the death of the crofs ; ta the 
end that whofoever believeth on him fhould not periph, but 
have everla/jting life. This was the important time, the 
figns whereof the Pharifees and Sadducees could not 
difcern.. Clear as they were in themfelves, yet fo thick 
a veil was upon the heart of thefe men, that they did 
not difcern the tokens of his coming, though foretold 
fo long before. 

2. But what were thofe figns of the coming of that 
Juft One, which had been fo long and fo clearly fore- 
told? and whereby they might eafily have diicerned 
thofe times, had not the veil been on their heart? They 
are many in number; but it may fuffice to mention a 
few of them. One of the firft is that pointed out in 
the folemn words fpoken by Yacod a little before his 
death, Gen. xlix. 10." The /ceptre /hall not depart from 
Judah, nora lawygiver from between his feet, until Shi- 
oh come. All, both ancient and modern, Jews agree, 
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that by Shiloh we are. to underftand the Meffial: who 
was therefore to come according to the prophecy, before 
the feeptre, that is, the fovereignty, departed from fu- 
dab. But it did without controverfy depart from Judah, 
at this very time, an infallible fign, that at this very 
time Shiloh, that i is, the Me/ffiah came. 

3. A fecond eminent fign of thofe times, the times 
of the coming of the Meffiah, is given us in the third 
chapter of the prophecy of Malachi: Behold, I fend my 
Meffenger, and he /hall prepare my way before me: @. 1. 5 
and the Lord, whom ye feek fhall fuddenly come to bis tem 
ple How manifettly was this Jralfilled, firft, by the 
céming of ‘Sohn the Baptife? And then, by our bleffed 
Lord himfelf, coming /uddenly to his temple? And what 
fign could be clearer to thofe that impartially confider- 
ed the words of the prophet Ifaiah, ch. xl. ver. 3. The 
voice of one crying in the wildernt fs, prepare ye the way of 
the Lord, make his paths ftraight ! 

4. But yet clearer figns than thefe (if any could be 
clearer) were the mighty works that he wrought. Ac- 
cordingly he himfelf declares, The works which I do, they 
teftify of me. And to thefe he explicitly appeals in his 
anfwer to the queftion of ‘fcahn the Baptifz. (Not pro- 
pofed, as fome have ftrangely imagined, from any doubt 
which he had himfelf; but from a defire of confirming 
his difciples, who might poflibly waver, when their 
mafter was taken from their head : >) Art thou he that 


foould come, the Mefliah? Or look we for another? No 


bare verbal anfwer could have been fo convincing, as 
what they faw with their own eyes. Jefus therefore re- 
ered 7 to this teflimony : He anfwered and faid un- 
to them, Go and fhew Fobn i the thin es which ye hear and 
fee : pe blind receive thir fi bt, nd the lame walk: the 
lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf hear ; the dead are raifed 
Up, a ad the poor have the gofpel preached tanto them, Mattaigy 
Xi. 4s iy 

Bur how then came it to pafs, that thofe who were 
fo v harp. fichted in other things, who could difcern the 
ce of the fy, were not able to difeern thofe figns, which 
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indicated the coming of the Meffiah? They could not 
difcern them, not for want of evidence: this was full 
and clear: but for want of integrity in themfelves; 
becaufe they were a wicked and adulterous generation: be- 
caufe the perverfenefs of their hearts fpread a cloud over 
their underftanding. Therefore although the Sun of 
Righteouinels fhone bright, yet they were infenfible of 
it. They were not willing to be convinced; therefore 
they remained in ignorance. The light was fufficient: 

but they fhut their eyes, that they might not fee it. So 
that they were without excufe, till vengeance came up. 
on them to the uttermott. 

Il. 1. Weare in the fecond place to confider, What 
are t/e times which we have reafon to believe are new at 
hand? And how is it that all who are called Chriftians 
do not difcern the figns of thefe times ? 

The times which we have reafon to believe are at hand 
(if they are not already begun) are what many pious 
men have termed, The time of the latter-day glory: 
meaning the time wherein God would glorioufly difplay 
his power and love, in the fulfilment of his gracious 
promife, that the knowledge of the Lord fhall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the fea. 

2. * But are there in any part of the world, any fn 
of fuch a time approaching?” It is not many years 
fince that a perfon of confiderable learning, as well as 
eminencé in the Church (then bifhop of London) in his 
Paitoral letter made this obfervation, ‘ I cannot imagine 
what perions mean, by talking of a great work of God at 
this time. I do not fee any work of God now, more 
than has been at any other time.’ I believe it. I be- 
lieve that great man, did not fee any extraordinary 
work of God. Neither he nor the generality of chril- 
tians, fo called, faw any figns of the glorious day that 
is approaching. But how is this to be accounted for? 
How is it that thofe who can now difcern the face oe 
Sky, who are not only great philofophers, but great di- 
vines, as eminent as ever the Sadducees, yea, or the 
Pharifees were, do not difcern the figns of thofe glo- 
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rious times, which if not begun, are nigh, evemat the 
door ? 

3. Weallow, indeed, that in every age of the church, 
the kingdom of God came not with obfervation ; not with 
{plendor and pomp, or with any of thofe outward cir- 
cumftances which ufually attend the kingdoms of this 
world. We allow this kingdom of God is within us; and 
that, confequently, when it begins, either in an indivi- 
dual or in a nation, it is like a grain of muftard-/eed, 
which at firft is the lea/t of all feeds ; but, neverthelefs, 
gradually increafes, till it becomes a great tree. Or, to ule 
the other comparifon of our Lord, It is like @ /ittle lea- 
ven, which a woman took and hid in three meafures of meal, 
till the whole was leavened. 

4. But may it not be afked, Are there now any figns 
that the day of God’s power is approaching? I appeal 
toevery candid, unprejudiced perion, whether we may 
not at this day difcern, all thofe figns (underitanding 
the words in a fpiritual fenfe) to which our Lord refer- 
red John’s difciples. The blind receive their fight. “thofe 
who were blind irom their birth, unable to fee their 

wn deplorable ftate, and much more to fee God and 
the remedy he has prepared for them in the Son of his 
love, now fee themfelves, yea, and ihe light of the glory 
of God, in the face of Fefus Chri. The eyes of their 
underftanding being now opened, they fee all things clear- 
ly. The deaf hear. Thole that were before utterly deaf, 
to all the outward and inward calls of God, now hear 
not only his providential calls, but alfo the whifpers of 
his grace. The lame walk. ‘thofe who never before arofe 
from the earth, or moved one ftep toward heaven, are 
now walking in all the ways of God; yea, running the 
race that is fet before them. The lepers are cleanfed. 
The deadly leprofy of fin, which they brought with them 
into the world, and which no art of man could ever 
cure, is now clean departed from them. And furely 
never in any age or nation fincethe apoftles, have thofe 
words been fo eminently fulfilled. The poor haze the 
gopel preached unto them, as it is at this day. At this 
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day the gofpel leaven, faith working by love, inward 
and outward holinefs, or (to ule the terms of St. Pau/) 
rightcoufnefs, and peace, and soy in the Holy Gho/, hath 
fo fpread in various parts of Europe, particularly i in 
England, Scotland, Ireland, in the iflands in the north 
and fouth, from Georgia to New-England and New- 
foundland: that finners have been truly converted to 
God, throughly ci:anged both in heart and in life; not 
by tens, or by hundreds only, but by thoufands, yea, 
by myriads ! The fact cannot be denied: we can point 
out the perfons, with their names and places of abode. 
And yet the wife men of the world, the men of emi- 
nence, the men of learning and renown, “ cannot ima- 
gine what we mean by talking of any extraordinary 
work of God!” They cannot difcern the figns of the/2 
times! They can fee no fign at all of God’s arifing to 
maintain his own cauie, and fet up his kingdom over 
the earth! 

5. But how may this be accounted for? How is it, 
that they cannot difcern the figns of thefe times? We 
may account for their want of difcernment on the fame 
principle we accounted for that of the Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees; namely, that they likewife are what thofe were, 
an adulterous and finful generation. Wf their eye was 
fingle, their whole body ‘ould be full of light. But 
fu; sofe their eye be evil, their whole body muft be full 
of darknefs. Every evil te emper darkens the foul ; ev ery 
evil paflion clouds the underftanding. How then can 
we expect, that thofe fhould be able to diicern the figns 
of the times, who are full of all diforderly paflions, and 
flaves to every evil temper? But this is really the cafe. 
They are full of pride ; they think of themfelves far 
more highly than they ought to think. They are vain ; 
they /é ek honour one of anoiher, and not the honour that 
cameth of God only. a cherith hatred and malice in 
their ri they give p lace to an: reY, og envy, to re- 
venge. They return evil for evil and railing for railing. 
Inftead of overcoming evil with good, they make no 
{cruple of demanding an eye tor an eye, anda sped for 
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atooth. They favour not the things that are of God, but 
the things that are of men. ‘Vhey fet their affections, 
not on things above, but on things that are of the earth. 
They /ove the creature more than the Creator: they are 
lovers of pleafure more than lovers of God. How then 
fhould they difcern the figns of the times? The god of 
this world whom they ferve, has blinded their hearts, 
and covered their minds with a veil of thick darknefs. 
Alas! What have thefe * fouls of flefh and blood,” (as 
one fpeaks) to do with God or the things of God? 

6. St. Fobn afligns this very reafon, for the Jews not 
underftanding the things of God. Namely, That in 
confequence of their preceding fins, and wilful reject- 
ing the light, God had now delivered them up to Satan, 
who had blinded them paft recovery. Over and over, 
when they might have feer, they would not: they fhut 
their eyes againft the light. And now they cannot fee, 
God having given them up to an undifcerning mind ; 
therefore they do not believe becaufe that J/aiah faid, 
(that is, becaufe of the reafon given in that laying of 
Ijaiah) He hath blinded their eyes, and harden: -d their 
hearts, that they fhould not fee with their eyes, nor under- 
fland with their hearts and be converted, and I fhould heal 
them. ‘The plain meaning is, Not that God did this, 
by his own immediate power. It would be flat blafphe- 
my to fay, that God in this fenfe hardens any man. But 
his Spirit ftrives with them no longer, and then Satan 
hardens them effectually. : 

7. And as it was with them in ancient times, fo it is 
with the prefent generation. ‘Thoulands of thofe who 
bear the name of Chrift are now given up to an undif- 
cerning mind. ‘The god of this world hath fo blinded 
their eyes, that the light cannot fhine upon them: fo 
that they can no more difcern the figns of the times, than 
the Pharifees and Sadducees could of old. A wonderful 
inftance of this fpiritual blindnefs, this total inability to 
difcern the figns of the times mentioned in {cripture, is 
given us in the very celebrated work of a late eminent 
writer: who fuppofes, the New ‘Yerufalem came down 
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om heaven, when Conftantine the Great, called himfelf 
a chriftian. I fay, called himfelf a chriftian ; for I dare 
not affirm that he was one, any more than Peter the 
Great. 1 cannot but believe, he would have come near. 
er the mark, if he had faid, that was the time, when a 
huge cloud ‘of infernal brimftone and fmoke came up 
from the bottomlefs pit. For furely there never was a 
time wherein Satan gained fo fatal an advantage over the 
church of Chrift, as when fuch a flood of riches, and 
honour, and power broke in upon it, particularly on the 
clergy. 

8. By the famerule, what figns would this writer have 
expected of the approaching converfion of the heathens? 
He would doubtlefs have expected a hero, like Charles 
of Sweden, or Frederick of Pruffia, to carry fire, and 
fword, and chriftianity through whole nations at once. 
And it cannot be denied, that fince the time of Con/an- 
tine, many nations have been converted in this way. 
But could it be faid concerning fuch converfions as thele, 
The kingdom of heaven cometh not with obfervation! Sure- 
ly every one muft obferve a warrior rufhing ihrouge the 
land, at the head of fity or fixty thoufand men! But 
is this the way of {preading chriftianity, which the au- 
thor of it, the Prince of Peace, has chofen? Nay, it is 
not in this manner, that a grain of muftard-feed crows 
up into a great tree. It is not thus, that a Jittle leaven 
leavens the whole lump. Rather, it {preads by degrees 
farther and farther, till the whole is leavened. We may 
form a judgment of what will be hereafter, by what we 
have feen already. And this is the way wherein true 
chriftian religion, the faith that worketh by love, has 
been fpreading, particularly through Great Britain and 
its dependencies, for half a century. 

g. In the iame manner it coutinues to fpread, at the 
prefent time alfo, as may eafily appear to all thofe whofe 
eyes are not blinded. All thofe that experience in their 
own hearts the power of God unto falvation, will rea- 
dily perceive, how the fame religion which they enjoy, 
is till fpreading from heart to heart. They take know- 
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ledge of the fame grace of God, ftrongly and fweetly 
working on every fide: and rejoice to find another and 
another finner, firft, enquiring, *“* What mutt I do to 
be faved ?”? And then teftifying, My foul doth magnify 
the Lord,.and my fpirit doth rejoice in God my Saviour. 
Upon a fair and candid enquiry, they find more and 
more, not only of thofe who had fome form of religion, 
but of thofe who had no form at all, who were profli- 
gate, abandoned finners, now entirely changed, truly 
fearing God and working righteoufnels. They obferve 
more and more, even of thefe poor outcafls of men, 
who are inwardly and outwardly changed, loving God 
and their neighbour ; living in the uniform practice of 
juftice, mercy, and truth. As they have time, doing 
good to all men: eafy and happy in their lives, and tri- 
umphant in their death. 

10. What excufe then have any that believe the 
fcriptures to be the word of God, for not difcerning 
the figns of thefe times, as preparatory to the general 
call of the heathens ? What could God have done which 
he hath not done, to convince you that the day is com- 
ing, that the time is at hand, when he will fulfil his 
glorious promifes; when he will arife to maintain his 
own caufe, and to fet up his kingdom over all the earth ? 
What indeed, unlefs he had forced you to believe? And 
this he could not do, without deftroying the nature 
which he had given you. For he made you free- 
arents; having an inward power of felf-determination, 
which is effential to your nature. And he deals with 
you as free-agents from firit to lait. As fuch, you may 
fhut or open your eyes, as you pleafe. You have fufii- 
cient light fhining all around you: yet you need not 
fee it unlefs you will. But be aflured, God is not well 
pleafed with your fhutting your eyes, and then faying, 
“T cannot fee.”’ | counfel you to beftow amimpartial exa- 
mination upon the whole affair. After a candid enquiry 
into matter of fact, confider deeply, “* What hath God 
wrought ?” Who hath feen fuch a thing? Who bath learn- 
ed fuch a thing? Hath not a nation, as it were, been born 
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ina day? How fwift, as well as how deep, and how 
extenfive a work has been w rought in the prefent age? 
And certainly, not by might, neither by power, but by the 
Spirit of the Lord. For how utterly inadequate were the 
means? How infuflicient were the inftruments to work 
any fuch effect! At leaft, thofe which it has pleafed 
God to make ufe of in the Briti/h dominions and in 
America. By how unlikely inftruments, has God been 
pleafed to work from the beginning? ‘* A few, young, 
raw heads, faid the bifhop of London! What can they 
pretend to dof” They pretended to be that in the hand 
of God, that a pen is in the hand of a man. They 
pretended (and do fo at this day) to do the work where. 
unto they are fent: to do juft what the Lord pleafes. 
And if it be his pleafure, to throw down the walls of 
Fericho, the ftrong holds of Satan, not by the engines 
of war, but by the blafts of rams-horns, who fhall fay 
unto him, ** What doft thou ?” 

11. Meantime dlefed are your eyes ; for they fee: ma- 
ny prophet sand righteous men have defired to fee the thing 
you fee and have not feen them, and to hear the things tha 
you hear, and have not heard them. You tee and acknov- 
ledge the day of your vifitation; fuch a vifitation a 
neither you nor your fathers had known. You may 
well fay, This is the day which the Lord hath made : we 
will rejoice and be glad thercin. You fee the dawn oi 
that glorious day, whereof all the prophets have fpo- 
ken. And how fhall you moft effectually improve this 
day * your vifitation ? 

The firft point is, See that you yourfelves receive 
not a blefling of God in vain. Begin at the root, if 
you have not already. Now repent and believe the gol- 
pel. If you have believed, look to yourselves, that 
lofe not what you have x vrought, but that ye receive a full 
reward! Stir up the gift of God that is within you! Walk 
in the light as he is in the light. And while you hold faji 
that which you have attainé ‘d, go on unto perfection. Yea, 
and when you are made perfect in love, {till forgetting the 
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ibings that are behind, prefs on to the mark, for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Chrift Fefus. 

13. It behoves you in the next place to help your 
neighbours. Let your light fo fhine before men, that they 
may fee your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. As you have time, do good unto all men, 
but efpecially unto them that are of the houfehold of 
faith, proclaim the glad tidings of falvation ready to be 
revealed, not only to thofe of your own houfehold, not 
only to your relations, friends, and acquaintance, but 
to all whom God providentially delivers into your hands. 
¥z, who already know in whom you have believed, are 
the falt of the earth. Labour to feafon, with the know- 
ledge and love of God, all that you have any intercourfe 
with. Je area city fet upon a hill: ye cannot, ye ought 
not to, be hid. Ye are the light of the world. Men do 
not light a candle, and put it under a bufbel: how much 
lels the all-wife God. No, let it /bine to all that are in 
the houfe, all that are witnefles of your life and conver- 
faion. Above all, continue inftant in prayer, both for 


yourfelves, for all the church of God, and for all the 
children of men, that they may remember themlelves 
and be turned unto our God. ‘That they likewife may 


enjoy the gofpel-blefling on earth, and the glory of God 
in heaven. 


—_———— 1 OD D> ——— 


An Extra@ from A Surver of the Wispom of Gop in 


the CREATION. 
[ Continued from page 113. | 
Of the Horns. of divers Animals. 
PECHE herns of many animals fall off evey year, and 


new ones come in their place. Our deerdrop them 
in March, and the new horns are full grown by the July 
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following. We may very juftly rank this, among the 
moft wonderful phenomena of nature, which yields 
nothing analogous to the growth of fuch hard fotid 
bodies, of fo great a bulk, in fo fhort a time. Many 
idle opinions have been maintained, concerning the 
caufe of their falling off. The truth feems to be this : 
They are a fort of vegetables, growing on animals, as 
the nails and hair on man, and feathers on birds. And 
there is fome analogy between the growth of them, and 
that of branches and leaves in trees. ‘Trees commonly 
drop their leaves in autumn, becaufe the nourifhing juice 
flows into them no longer. And at certain periods, 
thefe partsof the animal drop off, becaufe the blood and 
juices ceafe to flow into them. At this time, the hol. 
low part at the root of the horn grows hard, and the 
pores through which the juices pafled, grow up. And 
as no more nourifhment can then be carried to the horn, 
it decays and falls off. It is probable this ftoppage of 
the pores happens, as foon as the horns are at their full 
growth. But they are fo fixt to the head, that it takes 
along time for them to loofen and fall. Whereas in 
leaves, their ftalks are fo tender, that when the juice 
ceaies to flow, they prefently wither and fall. 
The analogy between the falling off of deer’s horns, 

and the falling of leaves and ripe fruit from. the tree, 
will receive light from obferving the procefs of nature 
in the latter cafe. Ifthe ftalk from which a ripe orange 
has fallen, be compared with that part of a deer’s fore. 
head, from which a horn is juft fallen, it will plainly 
appear, that nature has operated by the fame laws in 
both. The young horns while yet foft, are full of blood: 
veffels ; and if cut off, efpecially near the head, bleed 
violently. By thefe veflels they are fupplied with nou- 
rifhment for their growth. But thefe dry up, when 
there is no farther occafion for them. And hence it 
is, that no ill fymptoms attend the falling off of thele 
parts, when full grown. 

So far we may give a probable account : But who 
can account for this, that if a flag be caftrated while he 








MAUNDRELL’S TRAVELS. 157 


js fo young as not to have horns, he will never have 
; and if caftrated afterward, while his horns are on, 
be will never caft them ? 


[To be continued. | 


—— Br ad Ee_>2>> ——— 


An Extra@ from a fourney, from Aleppo to Ferufalem 
at Eafter, A. D. 1697. 


By Henrr Mavwnorex, M. A. late Fellow of Exeter 
College, and Chaplain to the Factory at Aleppo. 


[Continued from page 125. } 


ATURDAY, March 6, we put forward again ear- 

ly the next morning. All along this day’s journey, 
a obferved many ruins of caltles and houfes, which 
teltify that this country, however it be neglected at pre- 
fent, was once in the hands of a people that knew how 
to value it. Strabo gives us the names of feveral places 
fituate anciently along this coalt. But whether the ruins 
we faw, may be the remains of any of thefe cities, can- 
not well be determined ; feeing all we have of thofe 
places, is only their names. ‘Vhe WBalanea, of Strabo, 
is fuppofed to be the fame place that the Purks (little 
changing its name) call Baneas. It flands upon a fmall 
declivity, about a furlong diftant from the fea, and has 
a fine clear ftream running fwiftly by it on the fouth 
fide. It is at prefent uninhabited, but its fituation 
proves it to have been @anciently a ‘pleafant place, its 
ruins well-built, and its bay an advantageous habi- 
tation. 


Leaving Baneas, we by the fea-fide, and in 
about a quarter of an i d by an old caflle, on 
the top of a very high mountain It is built in the fi- 
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gure of an equilateral triangle, having one of its angles 
pointed towards the fea. ‘Lhe Turks call it Merchab; 
and enlarge much upon the fieges it has fuftained in 
former times: but whatever force it may have had anci- 
ently, it is at prefent only a refidence for poor country 
people. 

At about one hour and a half diftance from Baneas, 
we came to a {mall clear {tream, which induced us to 
take up our lodging near it. We pitched in the Cam- 
pagnia about two or three furlongs up from the fea; 
having in fight, on the mountains above us, a village 
called Sophia, inhabited folely by Marionites; and a 
little farther Befack, another village poffefled by Vurks 

only ; and a little farther Merakiah, whofe inhabitants 
are a mifcellany of Chriftians and Turks together. 
Our whole ftage this day was about fix hours. 

Sunday, March 7. We moved the next morning, 
and travelled {till by the fea-fide till we reached Tor- 
tofa. ‘The ancient name of this place was Orthofia. It 
was a bifhop’s fee in the province of Tyre. 

Its fituation is on the fea-fhore; having a fpacious 
plain extending round about it on its other fides. What 
remains of it is the caftle, which is very large and ftill 
inhabited. On one fide, it is wathed by the fea; on 
the others, it is fortified by a double wall of coarfe mar- 
ble, built after the ruftic manner. Between the two 
walls is a ditch: and likewife another encompafling the 
outermoit wall. Wou enter this fortrefs on the north- 
fide, over amold draw-bridge, which lands you ina 
fpacious room for the moft part uncovered, but anci- 
ently well arched over, being the church belonging to 
the caftle. On one fide it refembles a church, and in 
witnefs of its being fuch, fhews at this day, feveral ho- 
ly emblems carved upon its wall, as that of a dove de- 
{cending, over the place where ftood the altar; and in 
another place that of the Holy Lamb. But on the fide 
which fronts outward, it Mag the face of a caltle, being 
built with port-holes for artillery, inftead of windows. 
Round the caftle on the @feuth and eaft fides, ftood 
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anciently the city. It had a good wall and ditch en- 
compafling it, of which there are ftill to be feen confi- 
derable remains. But for other buildings, there is now 
nothing left in it, except a church, which ftands about 
a furlong eaftward from the cattle. It is one hundred 
and thirty foot in length, in breadth ninety-three, and 
in height fixty-one. Its walls and arches, and pillars, 
are of a baftard marble, and all ftill fo entire, that a 
{mall expence would fuffice to recover it into the ftate 
of a beautiful church again. But, to the grief of any 
chriftian beholder, it is now made a ftall- for cattle ; 
and we were, when we went to fee it, almoft up to our 
knees in dirt and mire. 


[To be continued. | 


ere. an a SS ro —— 
Of the INguIsiTioN. 


[Continued from page 129. ] 


N the year 1483, Thomas Turrecremata, a Dominican 

friar, and prior of the convent de Sante Crux, at Se- 
govia, and confeflor to their majefties, was appointed 
the firft inquifitor-general in the kingdom of Spain ; and 
the next year fat prefident at the ‘affembly of divines 
which fettled the method of proceeding againft hereti- 
cal pravity, and ordained thofe fevere laws, which the 
inquifitors ufe to this day. In 1485, the inquifitors 
held eight acts of faith in the town of Gaudalup, and 
paren Didacus Marchena, a heretical monk, and fif- 

Jews, men and women, to be burnt: dug up forty- 
fr bodies of heretics from their graves, and burnt their 
bones; and the efligies of twenty-five abfent perfons; 
and condemned fixteen to perpetual imprifonment; be- 
fides innumerable others fent to the gallies; and others 
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fentenced to wear the fanbenito, as a mark of perpetual 
pennance and difgrace. 

The officers, or as they rather chufe to be ftiled, the 
minifters of the inquifition, are as follows; viz. An 
inquifitor-general, one whom the king propofes to the 
pope for fupreme inquifitor of all his dominions, and 
whom the pope confirms in his office. This fupreme, 
invefted with full power in all cafes relating to herefy, 
appoints vicars-general, or particular fubordinate inqui- 
fitors in every place where there is a tribunal of the 
inquifition : who neverthelefs cannot act unlefs approv- 
ed by the king, to fend vifitors to the provinces of the 
inquifition, to grant difpenfations to penitents and 
their children, and deliberate concerning other weighty 
affairs. 

In the royal city, the king appoints the fupreme coun. 
cil of the inquifition, over which the fupreme inquifitor 
of the kingdom prefides. He hath joined with them 
five counfellors, who have the title of apoftolic inqui- 
fitors, who are chofe by the inquifitor-general, upon 
the king’s nomination. One of thefe mult always.be a 
Dominican, according to the conttitution of Philip Ill. 
dated December 16, 1618. Befides thefe, there is an 
advocate-fifcal, two fecretaries, and one of the king’s: 
one receiver, two relaters, feveral qualificators or aflef. 
fors, and counfellors. ‘There are alfo officials deputed 
by the prefident, with the king’s advice. The fupreme 
authority is in this council of the inquifition. 

The familiars are of the fame degree in this court, 
and no better than what we call a dailif’s follower; which 
though a vile office in all other criminal courts, is by 
the pope’s liberal grants or indulgences, and the royal 
privileges beftowed on this clafs of men, efteemed fo 
honourable in the court of inquifition, that there is not 
a:nobleman in Spain or Portugal, thatis notin it. Their 
duty is to accompany the inguifitors, and if need be, to 
defend them from the infults of heretics ; and to follow 
and aflift the officials in apprehending criminals ; and 
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to execute any other fervice to which they are watrant- 
ed by the judges of the tribunal. 


[To be continued. | 


MURDER DISCOVERED: 


[Concluded from page 131. ] 
E BRUN in his behalf had nothing to oppofe to 


thofe {trong circumitances, but an uniform good 
character, which he had maintained during twenty- 
nine years he had ferved his lady; and that he was ge- 
netally efteemed a good hufband, a good father, and a 
good fervant. It was therefore refolved to put him to 
the torture, which was done with fuch feverity on Fe- 
bruary 23, 1690, that he died the week after of the 
hurts he received, declaring his innocence with his dy- 
ing breath. 

About a month after, notice was fent from the pro- 
vot of Sens, that a dealer in horfes had lately fet up 
there, by the name of ohn Garlet ; but his true name 
was found to be Berry, and that he ‘had been a footman 
in Paris. In confequence of this he was taken up. On 
fearching him, a gold watch was found on him, which 
proved to be lady Mazel’s. Being brought to Paris, a 
perfon fwore to feeing him go out of lady Mazxel’s the 

night fhe was killed ; and a barber fwore to fhaving him 
next morning. On obferving his hands very much 
{cratched,g Berry faid, he had been killing a cat. 

On thefe circumftances he was condemned to be put 
tothe torture. On being tortured, he confefled, he and 
Le Brun had undertaken to. rob and murder lady Ma- 
xcl; but when he was brought to the place of execution, 
confefled that he came to Paris on the Wednefday be. 
fore the murder was committed, and on the Friday 
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evening he went into the houfe unperceived, got into 
one of the lofts, where he lay till Sunday morning, fub. 
fitting on apples and bread he had in his pockets ; that 
about eleven o’clock on Sunday morning, when he knew 
the lady was gone to mais, he ftole down to her cham. 
ber, and the door being open, got under the bed, where 
he continued till the afternoon, when lady Mazel went 
to church; that knowing fhe would not come back foon, 
he got from under the bed, and made a cap of a napkin 
which lay in a chair, and then fat down by the fire, till 
he heard her coach drive into the court-yard, when he 
again got under the bed, and remained there. 

That lady Maze/ having been in bed about an hour, 
he got from under it, and demanded her money : that 
the “began to cry out and attempted to ring, upon 
which he ftabbed her: and that fhe refifting with all 
her ftrength, he repeated his {tabs till the was dead. 

That he then took the key of the wardrobe-cupboari 
from the bed’s head, opened this cupboard, found the 
key of the {trong box, opened it, and took out all the 
gold he could find; that he then locked the cupboard 
and replaced the key at the bed’s head, took his hat 
from under the bed, and left the napkin in it; took the 
key of the chamber out of the chair and let himfelf out, 
and finding the {treet door only on the fingle lock, he 
opened it, went out and left it open. 

Thus was the veil removed from this deed of dark- 
nefs, and all the circumftances which condemned Lé 
Brun, were accounted for confiftently with his inno- 
cence. From the whole {tory , the reader will perceive 
how fallible human reafon.is. And the humane will 
agree, that in fuch cafes, even improbabilities ought to 
be admitted, rather than a man fhould be gondemned 
who may poflibly be innocent. 
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to hte 
b. A Defeription of the Mines of Salt, at Wiliha, in Palands” 
“ [Concluded from page 133. ] 
Pe ERE this the whole beauty of the place, it a 
* were a miracle; but this is but a fmall part of t 
4 it: the falt, though every where as clear and bright as ete 
‘7 cryftal, is in fome places coloured with all the colours pea’ 
il of the precious ftones, as yellow, purple, red, green, ay 
he and blue. There are multitudes of whole columns of all a1 
thefe kinds; and they perfectly look like mafles of ru- ae 
1, bies, emeralds, amethy/ts, and fapphires, darting a ra- ee 
* diance that the eye can hardly bear, and giving many ay 
in people occafion to compare it to the fuppofed magnifi- ate 
al cence of heaven. i. ah 
Refide the variety of forms of thefe vaults, tables, Pe i 
ri arches, and columns, which are of the workmen’s mak- af 
he ing, as they dig out the falt 5 for the keeping up the oo 
he roof there are “avait variety of others of grotefque ' i i 
rd figures formed by nature, and thefe are generally of the 3 é ; 
¥ pureft and brighteft falt of Il. The roots of the arches & 
sh are in many places full of fait, hanging down in the MS 4 
ut, form of icicles, which are as long and thick as a man’s ae 
he arm, and of the colour and brightnefs of all the gems ; & | 
and the walls are covered with various congelations of i 
ke the fame kind, and the very floors, where not too much x, 
Li trod, are covered with globules of the fame beautiful a4 
a materials. . . : % 
‘ In various parts of this fpacious plain ftand the huts Y 
“il of the miners and their families, fome lingle, and others i 
‘to (yin cluiters, making a fort of villages. They have very 
BS little communication with the world above ground ; 


and many hundreds of perfons are born and Livy all their 
lives there. Along the midft of the plain lies the great 
road to the mouth of the mine ; ; along this. there are 
always a great number of carriages pailing loaded with 
the mafles of falt, cut out of the farchew part of the mine ; ; 
and carrying na to hae place where the rope belong. 
ing to the Whee ves them. 
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The drivers of thefe carriages are all merry and fing. 
ing, and the falt looks like a load of gems. ‘The hortes 
kept here are a very great number, and when once 
let down they never fee the day-light again ; .but moft 
of the men take frequent occafions.“of going up and 
breathing the village air. The inftruments principally uf. 
ed by the miners, are pickaxes, hammers, and chiffels ; 
with thefe they dig out the falt in form of huge cylin. 
ders, each,of many hundred weight. As foon as got 
above ground, they are broke into {maller pieces, and 
lent to the mills, where they are ground to powder, 
The fineft fort of the falt is frequently cut into toys, and 
often pafles for real cry{tal: this hard kind makes a great 
part of the floor of the mine ; and what is moft furprif. 
ing, there runs conftantly over this, and through a 
large part of the'mine, a {pring of freth w ater, fufhicient 
to fupply the inhabitants and their horfes, fo that they 
need not have any from above ground. The horles ulu- 
ally grow blind after they have been fome little time in 
the mine ; but they do as well for fervice afterwards as 
before. 

After admiring the wonders of this amazing place, 
it is no very comfortable remembrance to the ftranger, 
that he is to go back again through the fame difmal 
way he came; and indeed the journey is not much 
better than the profpect ; the only means of getting up 
is by the rope and wheel, afd little more ceremony 
being ufed in it than the drawing up of a piece of falt. 


6 >>>. ———— 


ff fummary View of the Stave Trap. 


Slaves are acquired by means of war. 





“HESE wars are, for the molt part, entered into by 
the parties concerned, without any previous inju- 
ry on either fide, and for noother motive; than to fur- 
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nifh flaves for the Europeans, by whom they have been 
fupplied with arms and ammunition, and frequently 
pribed for the purpofe, During fome of thefe wars, 
the victors have been fo incenfed at the refiftance they 
have found, that their fpirit of vengeance has entirely 
prevailed over their avarice, and, though they have en- 
gaged in the conflict for the exprefs purpole of pro- 
curing flaves, they have been known to murder every 
individual, without difcrimination either of age or fex, 


Slaves are acquired in confequence of crimes. 


Before the flave-trade commenced, criminals were pu- 
nifhed in Africa, much in the fame manner as thofe 
among other nations ; but fince the introduction of this 
trade, al crimes have been puniihed with flavery. Every 
artifice has been ufed by the prince to intice the fubject 
to become a criminal. Acts, formerly efteemed inno- 
cent, have been deemed crimes, for the fake of infli€- 
ing the punifhment. New diftin@ions have alfo been 
made in crimes,, that additional punifhments might fue- 
ceed. The offender, in one inftance, forfeits his own 
freedom; in a fecond, that of the male part of his fa- 
mnily, together with his own: in a third, the whole 
family fuffer; and, in a fourth, the relations of the 
offender as far as they can be traced. Amd thus many 
thoufands of innocent perfons have ‘been configned to 
flavery. 


Slaves are acquired by virtue of the right of empire in the 
prince. 


The prince confiders his villages, as fo many:parks or 
refervoirs, ftocked for his own luxury and ufe. “When 
the black-broker tempts him with his merchandize, and 
if crimes and war have not furnifhed him with a number 
adequate to the demand, he feizes certain villagers, 
who are put into chains, and led, whole families toge. 
ther, to the ships. 
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This is particularly the cafe with the king of Daho. 
my, who rules ‘his fubjects with fuch defpotic fway, as 
to apprehend no refiftance, on their part, to his mea- 
fures. 

However, in other parts of the country, the mode of 
feizing them is a little varied. The king goes with his 
guards to one of his villages in the night; he furrounds 
it, and fets it on fire; the poor villagers, flying in con- 
fternation from the flames, fall into the hands of their 
tyrant. This mode, therefore, differs from the former 
in this refpect only, that many are terribly burnt on the 
occafion, and others perifh. 


Slaves are acquired by kidnapping. 


Slave-hunters, confifting of the natives, are employ- 
ed in the inland country to kidnap the unwary. ‘They 
lie in wait frequently in the rice-fields, to carry off 
all fuch as may be {ftationed there for the purpofe of 
driving the birds from the grain. They lie in wait alfo 
at the fprings of water, to which the natives refort to 
quench their thirft, and in thickets by the fides of creeks, 
to fall upon thofe folitary beings, who fifh there either 
for amufement or for food: but their principal {tation 
is in the long grafs, by the fide of particular pathways, 
which are cut from one village to another, from which 
they {pring out upon their prey, and fecure it. 

But the natives are not the only people concerned in 
thefe iniquitous practices. ‘The Britifh traders have 
enticed the natives to the fhore for the purpofe of trade; 
they have tempted them there with bifcuits, with bran- 
dy, and other fpirits; and, having made them intox- 
icated, they have forced them on board, and failed ofl 
with them to the colonies. , 

Thefe are the various methods by which flaves have 
been ufually obtained; and fo fuccefsful have thefe 

tices been, that many millions of people, fince the 
introduction of the trade, have been actually put on 
board European fhips, and configned to flavery. 
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Many of the flaves, acquired by thefe methods, have 
been brought 1200 miles from the inland country, and 
have been obliged to pafs through inhofpitable woods 
and*deferts, where thoufandsof them have died through 
fatigue and thirit. 

The annual exportation from Africa, confifts of about 
one hundred thoufand people. Of thefe, more than 
20,000 die on their voyage, from clofe confinement 
and other caufes, and at leaft that number in the fea- 
foning ; fo thateif to thefe we. add the number that die 
in the different wars, and thofe that perifh in the long 
and fatiguing march before defcribed, it will appear that 
about a hundred thoufand are annually murdered, even 
before the planter can fay he has any additional {tock 
for his plantation. 

Of thofe that furvive the voyage and feafoning, it 
may be faid, that being fubjected in many inftances to 
the moft cruel and defpotic treatment, they perifh in 
a few years; and fcarcely a veftige is to be found, 
that an hundredth part of this immenfe body of people, 
annually enflaved upon the coalt, had ever been in ex- 
i/tence. 

The author, from whom thefe obfervations are moft- 
ly taken, and whofe book treats of the ixju/tice and in- 
humanity of the flave-trade, is now preparing a fequel 
to the faid work, comprehending the impolicy of it, and 
the confequences that are likely to arile from its abe- 
lition. 

The work is to be divided into two parts. 


[To be concluded in our next Jes 
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An Account of the Death of Foun Nexson. 


; AS'T Monday, about three o’clock, Fohu Neljor, 
Boat ia from dining with Mr. owat, went up 
.d faid to S. By “ I do not know that 
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I have been fo well after dinner this long time.” In a 
little while, being feized with a violent purging and vo. 
miting, he was helped to bed. He had not been there 
long before he became infenfible, and died about half 
aft four .o’€lock in the afternoon. 
_ On Wednefday his remains were carried through the 
ftreets of Leeds, in his way to Birftal, attended by thou- 
fands! who were either finging or weeping! It was 
truly a very folemn feafon to many, to fee him carried 
to his grave who had done and fuffered fo much in thefe 
parts for tke honour of God, and the good of men. 
But as he died in the Lord, he now refts from his la- 
bouts, and his works follow him. 
_ Ohow ought we to be all humbled, on feeing the 
firft inftruments of the great revival of religion in out 
day, called away fo faft! Lord, in mercy to the rifing 
generation, continue a conftant fucceflion of holy, and 
ufeful men, who fhall not count their lives dear unto 
themfelves—when they may be fpent for thy dear fake! 


Leeds, July 22, 1774. 


An Account of the Death of the late Rev. Cuarzes Wis. 
zZeEr, ina Letter to the Rev. Foun Wester: by Mifs 
©S. Weszer. 


| Dear and honoured Uncle, 


E were all prefent when my dear, refpected 
father departed this life. His end was, what 
he particularly defired it might be, peace! 

For fome months paft he feemed totally detached from 
earth; he fpoke very little, nor wifhed to hear any thing 
read, but the fcriptures, 

He took a folemn leave of all his friends. I once 


afked, if he had any pfefages that he fhould die; he 
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faid, ** No:”’ but his weaknefs was fuch, that he thought 
‘t impaffible he fhould “ live through March.” He 
kindly bid me remember him; and feemed to have no 
doubt, but I fhould meet him in heaven. 

All his prayer was, ‘* Patience and an eafy death |” 
He bid every one who vifited him, to fupplicate for 
thefe, often repeating, an * eafy death!’ 

He told my mother, the week before he departed, 
that no fiend was permitted to approach him; and faid, 
tous all, ** I havea gaod hope!” — 

When we afked if he wanted any thing, he frequent- 
ly anfwered, ‘* Nothing but Chrift |” 

Some perfon obferved, that the valley of the thadow 
of death was hard to be pafled, * Not with Chrift,’”’ 
replied he. 

On March the 27th (after a moft uneafy night) he 
prayed, asin an agony, that he might not have many 
fuch nights, ** O my God, faid he, not many /” 

It was with great difficulty he feemed to fpeak. About 
ten days before, on my brother Samuel’s entering the 
room, he took hold on his hand, and pronounced, 
with a voice of faith, * I fhall blefs God to all eternity, 
that ever you were born: I am perfuaded I fhall!” 

My brother Charles alfo feemed much upon his mind; 
“ That dear boy, faid he, God blefs him !” 

He {poke lefs to me than to the reft, which has finee 
given me fome pain. However, he bade me trutt in 
God, and never forfake him, and then be aflured that 
he never would forfake me! 

The 28th, my mother afked if he had any thing to 
fay to us; raifing his eyes, he faid, “ Only thanks ! 
Love ! Blefling !” 

Tuefday and Wednefday he was not entirely fenfible. 
He flept much, without refrefhment, and had the reft- 
leffnefs of death for I think the whole week. 

He was eager to depart, and if we moved him, or 
poke to him, he anfwered, “* Let me dic! let me 
die !?? 


Vor. I. Y 
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A fortnight before, he prayed with many tears for all 
his enemies, naming Mils F. * I befeech thee O Lord, 
by thine agony and bloody fweat, faid he, that the may 
never feel the pangs of eternal death ! 

When your kind letter to my brother came, (in which 
you affectionately tell him, that you will be a father to 
him and my brother Samuel,) 1 read it to our father; 
** He will be kind to you, faid he, when fl am gone: Lam 
certain your uncle «i// be kind to all of you.” 

The laft morning (which was the 29th of March) 
being unable to fpeak, my mother intreated him to 
prefs her hand, if he knew her, which he al did. 

His laft words which I could hear, were, ** Lord— 
my heart—my God!’’ He then drew his breath thort, 
and the laft fo gently, that we knew not exactly the 
moment in which his happy fpirit fled. 

- His dear hand was in mine for five minutes before, 
and at the awful period of his diflolution. 

It often had been his defire that we fhould attend him 
to the grave, and though he did not mention it again 
(which he did the place of his burial) during this ill- 

nefs, we all mean to fulfil his wifh; trufting we hall 
be Csenicalll, as we have been Hitherto, i in our afflicting 
fituations. 

My dear, honoured uncle, my mother prefents you 
her refpectful love, and my brothers join with me ia 
duty, begging your prayers for the widow and the fa- 
therlefs ! 


Tam, your afflicted and dutiful Niece, 
S. WESLEY. 


Chefterfield Street, April 4, 1788. 
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[The ingenious and pious author of the Aramanth, a col- 
lection of Religious poems, printed in the year 1767, 
gives the following account of Tuomas a Kempis. ] 


LL that I have been able to learn in Germany, 
upon good authority, concerning THomas a 
Kempis, is as follows:—He was born at Kempis or 
Kemven, a fmall walled town in the duchy of. Cleves, 
and Diocefe of Cologn. His family-name was Fhimeats 
lin, which fignifies in the German language, a little 
hammer. We find alfo that his parents were named 
John and Gertrude Hamerlin. He lived chiefly in the 
monattery of Mount St. Agnes: where his eflfizy, toge- 
ther with a proipect of the monaftery, was engraven on 
a plate of copper that lies over his body. The faid 
monaltery is now called Bergh-Cloofter, or, as we 
might fay in Englifh, Pill-Cloyfter: many itrangers 
in their travels vifit it. 

“ Kempis was certainly one of the beft and greateft 
men fince the primitive ages. His book Of the Imitation 
of Chrifé has feen near forty editions in the ori ginal La- 
tin, and above fixty tranflations have been made from 
itinto modern languages. Our author diedAugult 8, 
1471, aged ninety two years. He had no maniiett in- 
firmities of old-age, and retained his eye-fight perfect 
to the aft. 

In the engraving on copper above mentioned, is re- 
prefented a perfon refpectt fully prefenting to him a la- 
be! on which is written a verle to this effects 


“OQ! Where is peace? For thou its paths haft 
trod.” 


To which Kempis returns another label, infcribed a 
follo WS : 


*< In poverty, retirement, and with God.” 


He was a cannon regular of Auguiflin’s, and fub- 
prior of Mount St. Agnes’s monattery. *He compoied 
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his treatife Of The Imitation of Chrift, in the fixty-firit 
year of his age, as appears from a note of his own wri. 
ting in the library of his convent.” 


—— «<2 —_—— 


The fureft and fafeftWar of Turivine. 
[Extracted from a late Author. ] 


Marr. x. 41, 42. 


He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet, Srall receive a pro. 
phet’s reward ; and be that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man, “fhall receive a righteous man’s reward. 

And whofoever Joall give unto one of thefe little ones a cup of cold water 
only, in the name of a difciple, verily I fay unto you, he JSball in no wif: 
bfe bis reward. 


HESE words are a declaration of that great bene. 
fit, which accrues to thofe who afford any fue. 
cour to others; teaching, that there is no fuch way to 
fill our treafures, as by employing them for God. 
For the explaining of thefe words, I fhall briefly thew 
you, 
1. Who is here meant,by a prophet: and who bya 
righteous man. 
2. What is meant by receiving them. 
3. What is the reward that followeth hereupon. 
1, Who is here meant by a prophet; and who bya 
righteous man? . 
By a prophet our Saviour here meaneth, not only 
extraordinary minifters; fuch as were extraordinarily 
infpired by the Holy Ghoft, or who had extraordinary 
revelations to foretell things to come : but 2ifo ordinary 
minifters of the word, and interpreters of the fcriptures. 
# By righteous men he means fuch as teflify their jul 
ie tification through faith in Chrift, by their fanctification, 
i and fruits of a good confcience. 
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Ii. What is meant by receiving thefe? 

There are two things whereto this receiving may 
have a refpect. 

1. fo the word and meflage of a minifter, and fo it 
aig" the embracing his holy counfel and doétrine. 

To the perfon of aminitter, and fo it fignifies the 
paitionring or fhewing kindnefs to him; as is evident 
from the inftance of cold water, given unto a prophet, 
or righteous man, expreffed in the following verfe. Both 
thefe are implied under this phrale of receiving a pro- 
phet, viz. his doétrine, by embracing it; and his per- 
ion, by harbouring and relieving him according to his 
need. 

By receiving a prophet in the name of a prophet, is 
meant, a relieving him for his particular calling’s fake, 
becaufe he is a prophet. So receiving a righteous man, 
in the name of a righteous man, intendeth doing it, for 
his general calling’s fake; becauie he is a chriftian, a 
child of God, and a member of Chritt. 

Ill. What is here meant by the reward of a prophet, 
and of a righteous man? 

The reward which is given by God, to either of thefe, 
for that kindnefs which they fhewed unto them, is fuch 
a furpafling, and excellent weight of glory, as cannot 
be exprefled by the tongue of men or of angels. 

From the duty here expretied of receiving, and re- 
lieving prophets and righteous men, with the manner 
of fetting it down, we may obferve, 

1. That all needful fuccour is to be afforded to mini- 
{ters of the gofpel. 

bige is the main and principal point intended. 

. Chriftian kindnefs is to be thewed, not only to 
siniiieat but alfo to all the members of Chrift. For 
our blefled Saviour contents not himfelf to have men- 
tioned a prophet, but alfo addeth a righteous man. 

Thefe two forts make up the houfehold of faith; to 
whom the apoftle exhorted chritians efpecially to do 
good, Gal. vi. 10. 

But is our charity to extend no farther? 
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Yes, even to all that are in want, but efpecially to 
fuch as have a particular relation to Chrift, as being 
his members, or minifters; becaufe Chrift in them js 
after an efpecial manner fuccoured and relieved. It 
will be therefore our wifdom to take notice of the ex. 
tent of this duty and in all we do, either for chriftians 
or others, to fee to it, that what we do is done for the 
Lord’s, and for confcience fake: to the one in compaf- 
fion to his members, to the other in obedience to his 
will. 

3. According to the kindnefs which we fhew, fhall 
our reward be. He that receiveth, and relieveth a pro- 
phet, fhall receive a prophet’s reward. And he that 
receiveth a righteous man, fhall receive the reward ofa 
righteous man. 

Verfe 42. And whofoever fhall give to drink unto 
one of thefe little ones, a cup of cold water only, in 
the name of a difciple, he fhall in no wife lofe his re- 
ward. 

Thefe words are added by our Saviour to the former 
to anticipate fome objections, as alfo more fully to ex. 
plain the forementioned points. 

By little ones, our Saviour meaneth no other than 
fuch as in the foregoing verfe, he hath {tiled prophets 
and righteous ones. 

They are called little omes in two refpects. 

1. In regard of the world’s efteem of them. 

In regard of their own account of themfelves, 


{To be continued. | 





An Account of Mr. Henrr Foster: in a Letter to the 
Rev. F. Weszer. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


T is a pity I cannot furnifh you with more memoran- 

dums, of a man of fo much good fenfe, and unaf- 
fected piety, as Mr. Henry Fofter, who is now with 
God. I looked over his papers, but found not what I 
could wifh. One reafon was, he was unable to write 
long before he died: another, he kept no journal of 
any confideration: laftly, his friends (however much 
they efteemed him) neglected to make thofe remarks 
which could have been wifhed for on an occafion fo in- 
terefting. 

One thing that appears to me to fet his piety ina 
very ftrong point of view, is a folemn covenant-dedi- 
cation of himfelf to God, which he fubfcribed with his 
own hand, and is as follows: 

«© Eternal and unchangeable Jehovah: thou great 
Creator of heaven and earth ; thou adorable Lord of 
angels and men: I defire, with the deepefl humiliation, 
and felf-abafement, to fall down in thy awful pene 
and earneftly pray, that thou would{t penetrate my hea 
with a fuitable fenfe of thine unutterable and inconceiv- 
able glories! 

Trembling may juftly take hold on me, when I, a 
finful worm, prefume to lift my head to thee, and to 
appear in thy prefence, on fuch an occafion! What am 
f, O Lord God! What is my nature, and delfcent ; 
my character and defert; that 1 fhould fpeak of being 
a party ina covenant, where thou, the great King of 
Kings, and Lord of lords, art the other ! 

1 blufh and am confounded, even to mention it bes 
fore thee ; but, Oo Lord! as thy majelty is great, fo al- 
fo is thy mercy! If thou wilt hold converle with any of 
thy creatures, a excellency mutt {foop infinitely low! 
Aad I know that in and through Jefus, the Son of thy 
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love, thou condefcendeft to vifit finful men, and to 
allow them to approach unto thee: I know, that the 
way and method of doing this thou haft gracioufly con- 
defcended to lay before us. To thee, therefore do] 
come; and laying myfelf at thy feet, with fhame and 
confufion of face, I fay, with the humble publican, 
God be merciful to me a finner! I acknowledge, O 
Lord, that I have been a great tranfgreflor! that my 
fins haye reached to the heavens, and that mine iniqui- 
ties are lifted up to the fkies! The bafe affections of 
my corrupt nature, have, in ten thoufand inftances, 
wrought in me to bring forth fruit unto death: and if 
thou fhouldft be extreme to mark iniquity, I muft be 
filent, under a load of guilt, and immediately fink into 
deftruction. 

But thou haft gracioufly invited me to return unte 
thee, though I have been a wandering fheep, a prodi- 
gal fon, a backfliding child. Therefore, O Lord, | 
come unto thee! I come convinced, not only of my fin, 
but of my folly! I come, from my very heart, afhamed 
of myfelf ; and with deep humility confefs, that I have 
played the fool, and erred exceedingly; and am con- 
founded at the remembrance of thefe things. But be 
thou merciful to my unrighteoufnefs, O Lord! and 
remember not againit me my tranfgreflions! 
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An Account of the Ancient City of Hercutaneum, deftray- th. 
ed by-an Eruption of Mount Vesurius, with Defcrip- \e 
tions of fome of the Antiquities found there. of 
ma 

HIS great cataftrophe was occafioned by an erup- per 
tion of Mount Ve/uvius, fo early as the days of the the 






en peror Titus; in whith the city of Herculaneum pe- 
riled, and was overwhelmed with the afhes, fulphur, 
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and other matter, thrown out of that mountain to eighty 
feet deep, and in fome places to more than a hundred. 
It has been the general opinion, that this city funk in- 
to the earth at that time; but by what I* have feen of 
it, and by what I can judge, by the face of the country 
all around, tli@re has been no fuch thing ; for, the whole 
earth now thereabout has been made up plainly to a 
vat depth by the difgorging of the Mount; and the 
city, many parts of which I have within thefe fews days 
feen, has all its buildings ftanding perfectly upright ; 
which could not have been the cafe had they funk; for 
they would then neceffarily have leaned, and many of 
them fell by the fault of their foundation 3 ; as we can- 
not fuppofe fo great an extent of earth, and that fo irre- 
gularly loaded, to have funk perfectly even. 

Be this as it may, however, we are very certain that 
it is fo long ago that the city perifhed ; and at different 
times in feveral ages fince, there have been attempts to 
dig and penetrate into it, and one thing or other has 

often been difcovered. There are in many of the neigh- 
bouring places remains of Roman ftatues, which have 
been taken out, fome a hundred, fome twa, and fome, 
itis faid, fix hundred years ago. But about eighty 
years fince, a bold attempt was made for the penctra- 
ting a great way into it; a private gentleman having 
fecretly caufed to be taken up as much treafure of one 
fort or other, as he fold for eighteen thoufand pounds 
fterling ; but one of his labourers, at length betraying 
him, and the thing getting air, the government became 
apprized of it ty and feized on the effects of the perfon 
concerned, who was forced to fly for it, and fpent 
the remainder of his life in fome obfcure part of the 
German dominions. ‘The court however made no ufe 
of this difcovery; but the thing flept till 1738, when 
many hands were employed, and have been ever fince, to 
penetrate into it, and bring up the various treafures ; 
the greateft of which are the paintings, which however 


* The writer of this Narrative. 
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are very difficult to preferve, not being done in the mo. 
dern way of frames, but on the plaifter of the walls. 

They have within thefe fix months funk a new paf. 
fage into the higher part of the city; which is fufficient. 
ly broad and cdhvenient. They deféended before by 
fome brick fteps arched over the top, but gaving cleared 
away all which that part of the town afforded, “till they 
eame to a large circular wall, fo thick that they could 
not get throug!f it, they have now begun in a new place, 
They hoped to have got through this, as the other walls; 
but found that the earth was fo much higher behind j 7 
than on their fide, that they laboured in vain, an! 
therefore funk the.prefent opening. The fteps they firl 
defcended by, were at firft fuppofed by the Virtuofi and 
Antiquarians, to be the work of the inhabitants, to et 
away their treafure after the lofs of the place; but this 
was foon found to be a groundlefs notion, this work 
having never penetrated into the city, and the bricks 
being not at all like thofe in the buildings of it. Befides, 
there is no fand in the mortar they are joined with, 
which determines its date to be of not more than three 
hundred years ; and the cement of all the buildings of 
the city itfelf is harder than the bricks, and all com. 
pofed of lime and yellow fand. 

Having got all they could out of this paflage, they 
were obliged to fink the new one, juft mentioned ; this 
is very broad, and lefs fteep than the former, and is 
propped at intervals with wood work. ‘The fubftance 
through which it is cut is truly wonderful. In one 
place are vaft beds of yellow, blue, and green fulphur, 
which fake fire at carrying a candle by them. In others 
the fides are crammed with fuch fort of ftuff as you 
make the rough work of grottos with in England. In 
others, it feems all cut through a bed of afhes; and 
here it is forced to be propped up all the way, and faced 
with boards. In another place you may fee vaft lumps 
of glafs of all colours, made by the heat of the fire. In 


fome there are blocks of pure metal, not a little of 
“which when it is fret broken, feems very full of gold 
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. 
and filver; fo thatI am apt to think this will one time 
or other be found to be the moft valuable part of the 
treafure. Thefe pieces all look very full of different 
colours, and ftrike fire with the tools, fmelling like 
brimftone. , 

It is remarkable, that in the whole paflage, there has 
not been dif€overed fo much as a fingle lump of natu- 
ral mould, nor a pebble, but all fulphur and melted 
matter. And as we go lower toward,the bottom, we 
fometimes may obferve whole ftreams, that feem to have 
been rivers of melted iron, which have alfo fallen in 
fome places into the town and filled whole ftreets ; and 
very likely this may have been the cafe, where the work- 
inen at the other entrance could make no farther way. 
When we are here got to the level of the town, we are 
received in a broad open fquare, partly natural, partly 
owing to the workmen having removed and pulled 
down the walls; and all round this they have broke in- 
to feveral fine apartments, and in one place into a 
whole ftreet. Many people have been down, and gone 
a great way, and talk of fine things they have met with ; 
but an accident has happened which has intimidated 
them, two of the workmen being crufhed to death and 
buried in the ruins of a wall that fell upon them, and 
two others narrowly efcaped the fame fate. 


[ To be continued. } 
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Firtrazt AFFECTION rewarded. 


REDERICK the late king of Prufia having rang 
his bell one day, and no body anfwering, open- 
ed the door, and found the page afleep on a iofa. He 
was going to awake him, when he perceived the end 
of a billet out of his pocket. Having the curiofity to 
know the contents, he took and read it, and found ir 
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was a letter from his mother," thanking him for havin 

fent her a part of his wages to aflift her in her diftrefs, 
and fhe concluded with beieeching God to blefs him for 
his filial goodnefs. * 

The king returned foftly to his room, took a roller 
of ducats, and flid them with the letter into the page’s 
pocket. Returning to his apartment he rang fo violent. 
ly, that the page awoke, opened the door and entered, 
*© You have flept well,”’ faic d the king. The page made 
an apology, and, in his embarraflment, happened to 
put his hand in his pocket, and felt with aftonithment 
the roller. He drew it out, turned pale, and looking 
at the king, burit into tears, without being able to 
fpeak a word. ‘ What is the matter,” faid the king, 
*¢ what ails you?” * Ah! fire,” faid the young man, 
throwing himfelf at his feet, «* fome body wifhed to ruin 
me: 1 know not how I came by this money in my pock- 
et.” ‘ My friend, faid Frederick, God often fends us 
good in our fleep : fend the money to your mother; 
falute her in my name 5 and affure her that I fhall take 
care of her and you.” 


a (S10 2D >> es 


A Defcription of tbe Banran, or Inp1an Fic-Treze. 





HIS tree is, perhaps, the moft beautiful produc- 

tion of nature in the vegetable kingdom. Some of 
thefe trees are of an amazing fize, and as they are al- 
ways increafing, they may in fome meafure be {aid to 
be exempted from decay. Every branch proceeding 
from the trunk throws out its own roots, firft in {mall 
fibres, at the diftance of feveral yards from the ground. 
Thefe, continually becoming thicker when they ap- 
proach the earth, take root, and {hoot out new branches, 
which in time bend downwards, take root in the like 
manner, and produce other branches, which continue 
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in this ftate of progreflion as long as they find foil to 
nourifh them. 

The Hindoos are remarkably fond of this tree, for 
they look upon it a 1@ emblem of the Deity, on ac- 
count of its outftretching arms, and its fhadowy bene- 
ficence. ‘They almoft pay it divine honours, and 


“ Find a fane in every facred grove.” 


Near thefe trees. the moft celebrated pagodas are ge- 
nerally erected : the Bramins {pend their lives in reli- 
gious folitude under their friendly fhade; and the na- 
tives of all cafts and tribes are fond of recreating in the 
cool recefles and natural bowers of this umbrageous 
canopy, which is impervious to the fiercelt beams of 
the tropical fun. 

This tree, called in India Cudeer Burr, in honour of 
a famous faint, was much larger than it is at prefent ; 
for high floods have, at different times, carried away 
the banks of the ifland where it grows, and along with 
them fuch parts of the trees as had extended their_roots 
thus far; yet, what {till remains is about two thoufand 
feet in circumference, meafuring round the principal 
{terms ; but the hanging branches, the roots of which 
have not reached the ground, cover a much larger ex- 
tent. The chief trunks of this fingle tree amount to three 
hundred and fifty, all fuperior in fize to the generality 
of our Englifh oaks and elms; the fmaller ftems, form. 
ing into ftronger fupporters, are more than three thou- 
fand, and each of thefe new branches and hanging roots 
are proceeding, which in time will form trunks, and 
become parents to a future progeny. 

This tree grows in an ifland in the river Nerbedda, 
ten miles from the city of Baroche, in the province of 
Guzzarat, a flourifhing fettlement lately in the pofleflion 
of the Fatt. India Company, but ceded by the govern- 
ment of Bengal, at the treaty of peace concluded with 
the Mahrattas, i in 1783, to Mhadajee, a Mahratta chief. 

Cubeer Burr is famed throughout Indoftan for its great 
extent, antiquity, and great beauty - The Indiana armies 
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often encamp around it, and at certain feafons folemn 
Jaltarahs, or Hindoo feftivals, are held here, to which 
thoufands of votaries repair from various parts of the 
Mogul empire. Seven thoufand perfons, it is jaid, may 
eafily repofe under its fhade. There is a tradition among 
the natives, that this tree is three thoufand years old, 
and there is reafon to believe it, and that it is this amaz- 
ing tree which Arrian bbixtaen, when {peaking of the 
Gymnofophifts, in his book of Indian affairs. ‘* Thefe 
people, fays he, live naked.” In winter they enjoy 
the benefit of the fun’s rays in the open air; ‘* and in 
fummer, when the heat becomes exceflive, they pafs 
their time in moift and marfhy places under large trees; 
which, according to Nearchus, cover a circumference 
of five acres, and extend their branches fo far that tei 
thoufand men may eafily find fhelter under them.” 
Englith gentlemen, when on hunting and fhooting 
parties, ufed to form extenfive encampments, and to 
{pend feveral weeks under this delightful pavilion of 
foliage, whichis generally filled with green wood pigeons, 
doves, peacocks, butbulls, and a variety of feathered 
fongfters ; together with monkies amufing with their 
droll tricks, bats of a large fize, fome of which meafure 
more than fix feet from the extremity of one wing to 
the other. ‘This tree not only affords fhelter but futte- 
nance to all its inhabitants, being loaded with {mall figs 
of a rich fceariet colour, on which they regale with as 
much delight as the lords of the creation on their moft 
coftly viands. 
Milton defcribes this tree in the following words, in 


the ninth book of is Paradife Loft. 


« So counfell’d he, and both together went 

Into the thickeft wood: there foon the chofe , 
The fig-tree: not that kind for fruit renowad> 
But fuch as at this day, to Indians known, 
In Malabar or Decan f{preads her arms, 
Branching fo broad and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 

About the mother tree, a piljar’d fhade 
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High over arch’d, and echoing walks between: 
There oft the Indian herdsman, fhunning heat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds, 
At loop-holes cut through thicket fhade.” 


Thus far the defcription is equally beautiful and juft; 
but what follows ferves only to confound another with 
this, viz. the plaintain tree, the leaves of which, accor- 
ding to Milton’s defcription, are, “* broad as Amazo- 
nian targe.”” The latter is alfo called Ficus Indica ; and 
it is ftrange, that of all the authors who have written 
on the Banyan tree, no one bit Linnzus has made this 
diftinction, neither have their numerous commentators 
ever taken any notice of it. 

Sir Walter Raleigh thought he had feen many Ban- 
yan trees in America, but his defcription plainly proves 
that he was miftaken. What he took to be the Ficus 
Indica, was the Mangrove tree, which 1s very common 
in South-America, as well as in the Eaft and Welt- 
Indies. 


3 >» — 


s 
4A Warning to Wicked Parents not to curfe their Children: 


P. a collier, near Billfton in Stafford/hire, having 

« two fons, bred them up to the fame bufinels. A 
day or two before Chriftmas 1787, he was greatly dif 
pleafed with the elder of the two, who worked at Tie 
ton-Green, about a mile from w here they lived, bec aufe 
he went not to his work in due time in the morning. 
The father and the younger fon being at work together 
near Bili/ton, the lad {poke to his father about getting 
them a pork-pye on Chriftmas-day. He aniwered in a 
rage, ** How can I provide a pye, unlefs | was to cut 
up one of you (meaning his fons) fora pye?’? And then 
exclaimed bitterly againft the other fon, with an im- 
precation that the devil might dafh his braing out, and 
break him in pieces. His with was grai gad a5 
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near as could be judged, in that very inftant. In the 
pit where the fon worked, a man being fent for drink, 
he was called from where he was at work, to take that 
perfon’s place ; and juft as he began to work, above a 
tun weight of coals fell upon him, and broke him in 
pieces, in fuch a manner as had never been {een in that 
colliery before. ‘he unhappy father defired it might 
be made public, as a warning to others. 


$4 ED D> > —_—— 
Anecdote of the Emrzror Tueoposivs. 


[From Bifhop Bulls works. ] 


HEN Theddofius the great was emperor, and 
went to fee Con/tantinople ; the bifhops who 
were in the city went to the palace to falute him, accord. 


to cuftom. Amongft them was a certain old man, 
the bifhop of an obfcure city, plain indeed, and not 
much verfed in civil or worldly matters, but a good 
divine. ‘The other bifhops, in a courtly and refpectful 
manner, complimented their prince. The old man did 
fo likewife: yet he did not honour the emperor’s fon 
as the others had done ; but, approaching him as a boy, 
faid, “ God fave thee, fon ! ie and began to {troke hin 
with his hand. 

The emperor was moved, and refenting it as an inju- 
ry done to his fon, that he was not equally honoured 
as himfelf, commanded the old bithop to be expelled 
in difgrace. As they were removing him, he turned 
and fad, ** Thus think, O king, that the heavenly Fa- 
ther is angry at thofe, who honour not the Son with 
equal honour, and prefumptuoufly fay, that he is lefs 
than him that begat him.”” The emperor, ftruck with 
the faying, called back the bifhop, and having afked 
his pardon, confefled he had faid true. 
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Moral Sentiment;. 


(Selected from Human Prudence. By FE. C.] 


N Ingenious and induftrious youth feldom fails of 
a virtuous and a happy life. 

Let every man mind his own bufinefs, and do his own 
duty. 

A wife man will employ his thoughts upon things 
fubftantial and ufeful. 

There is a fuperfine, curious fort of learning, which 
fignifies no more than a f{plendid foppery, to no man- 
ner of purpofe. For what the better are we for thofe 
fudies which furnifh us on/y with thoughts and words 
tono ufe or benefit? What is it to us to know how 
many knots Hercules had in his club, or whether Pene- 
lope was honeft or not ? 

Never puzzle your head with the fantaftical quirks 
of the fchools; as, how many angels can dance on the 
point of a needle; nor beat your brain about the pro- 
portion between the cylinder and the /phere: though 
Archimedes highly valued himfelf upon the inventions. 
That is the belt know ledge which makes us good and © 
ufeful in the world, rather than learned. True knows 
ledge values things by weight and meafure, and not by 
the diftin€tion of words and authorities. A fmatterer 
in every thing, is commonly good for nothing. Be not, 
like a fripperer’s fhop, that hath many ends and rem- 
nants, but not a good piece in it. 

Study ufeful knowledge, and leave the reft for fops, 
pedants, and fools. But, above all, ftudy to be good, 
and this will lead to happineis here and herealier. ¢ 


Vou. I. Aa 
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Letters. 


LETTER L. 
[From Mifs Bofanquet, to the Rev. J. Wefley.} 


Crofs Hall, Feb. 7, 1776, 
Rev. Sir, 


Thank you for your kind favour of Jan. 27. It yield. 

ed us much fatisfaction; for never before could we 
get any account to be depended on. 

I am exceedingly thankful Mr. Fletcher is with Mrs, 
Greenwood. She will tenderly care for him : and, hay. 
ing a fpiritual mind, will be fenfible of the honour Got 
does her, in giving ‘her fuch an opportunity. 

How wife are all the ways of God, in keeping his 
faithful fervant in that retired fpot, while thofe preci. 
ous works were compleated, by which he will yet fpeak 
to us, though in glory : and now to enable him to bring 
them out, while his exemplary life and converfation 
adds a luftre to thofe truths he hath fo powerfully de. 
fended. é' 

We could have liked to have feen him here once 
more; but the will of the Lord be done! But fhould 
it happen that this ficknefs is not unto death, we {hall 
rejoice in having an opportunity of affifting him in any 
thing which lies in our power. Should this favour be 
denied us, we muft be content; and befeech God to 
reward thofe who may fupply our lack of fervice. 

The blefled account you give of the ftate of his mind 
filled my foul with facred } joy, as alfo thole of my friends. 
While I was reading it, it wasa feafon of faith and 
love, and we could not help faying, Ah Lord! Let not 
this fhining light be fo foon extinguifhed. 

A few weeks ago, I once more ‘read over the Equal 
Check, and felt an unction in it above all | had ever 
found before. ‘The Effay on Truth, with the appendix, 

is even as marrow and fatnefs to my foul. O may all 
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the height and depth of every gofpel promife be written 
on his heart! 

Glory be to God, I prove him a kind and tender Fa- 
ther. I have daily had fome exercifing trials both in 
my health, and in fome other affairs: but O, how fhall 
I ever praife him enough! It hath been to me an ufeful 
and profitable time. 1am more than ever convinced, 
that the finner is both fafe and comfortable when Jefus 
walks with him, even in the fire. I fee fuch love and 
wifdom in every cup the Lord is pleafed to mix me, 
wat all my foul does acknowledge, Thy will is belt! 


I remain, Dear Sir, yours affectionately, 


M. BOSANQUET. 


LETTER LI, 
{From Mr. R. C, to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


Feb. 8, 1776, 
Rev. Sir, 


S you defire to know the dealings of God with 
me, I fend you the following account. 

Since the conference I have been completely happy, 
and have found reft in all circum{tances, both as a chrif- 
tian and as a preacher: whether going by the way-fide, 
or lying down, or rifing up, the Lord has been my 
portion, and fatisfies my foul with the treafures of his 
houfe. 

I have lately received a remarkable anfwer to prayer, 
in the great change wrought on my mother; and was 
fo overwhelmed with joy, that I was incapable of read- 
ing, or praying. If you knew how fettled a Pharifee, 
and how fixed an enemy to Methodifm fhe was, you 
would own that we may have any thing for atking. 
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At prefent I am fo dead to all perfons and things here 
below, that I have no defire to fee home any more; 
unlefs the Lord fhould fee good to will it. 

Often when the world is wrapt up in fleep, I have 
fuch views of heaven, that I have fcarce patience to be 
kept out of it: and often think that an hour of earneft 
prayer would make me too happy to do my bufinefy, 
God gives me to penetrate heaven and hell, and to fee 
the worth of fouls in fuch a manner as makes me for. 
get myfelf. It is true, I cannot fee thoufands falling 
before me, and tens of thoulands on my right hand, 
crying out for God; yet I have greater caufe to be 
fatised with my labours this year, than the lait. 0 
what would I not do to fave fouls from eternal death! 

A few days fince, being much urged to vifit Scot. 
ter, I could no longer withftand. At the appointed 
time the river was frozen over; but though my horle 
could not pafs, the rider did: and walked through the 
fnow, knee deep, all the way over the common. At 
night we were like thofe fuppofed to be full of new 
wine. In the morning a young man came back part of 
the way with me. A little after we parted, 1 met two 
travellers, who afked the way. After directing then, 
I faid a great deal to them about Chrift and eternity. 
As they appeared much affeéted, I cried out, Lord, 
what fhall | fay to thefe thy creatures, to induce them 
to ferve thee? ‘Then turning to them I faid, Not long 
fince I parted from a young man, and before I lett 
him we went to prayer on the mountain. And feeing 
there i is none but the eye of heaven upon us, perhaps 
if I afk you to kneel down with me, you will nat be 
afhamed. As they earneftly faid no, we kneeled down 
together, and I wreftled with God for them. When 
we had done, the poor man, as if he thought himfelf 
unworthy, would hardly fhake hands with me; but 
the woman, with tears flowing down her face, eagerly 
caught my hand and kiiled it. H you had feen their 
thankfulnefs, and heard the many bleflings they fent 
after me, you would have rejoiced. O how w illingly 
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could I have wafhed the feet of thofe poor creatures, 
for whom Chrift died! Lord, thou knoweft 1 am lit- 
tle and bafe in my own eyes ; and content to be count- 
ed the off-feouring of all things, fo thine honour be 
advanced, 


R. C. 





LETTER LIl. 


[From Lady 





» to the Rev. J. Wefley.] 


Edinburgh, June 31, 1777. 
Rev. Sir, 


THANK you for your obliging letter, and for the 

defire you expreiled of coming further North, had 
it been convenient for you. Your fteps, | truit, are all 
ordered by him that cannot err. I doubt not but he 
leads you where you can bring moft glory to his name, 
and enjoy moft of his prefence; and here I believe 
your views all terminate, independent of perfons, places, 
or things : Glorious liberty! May you daily increafe 


-in it! and may I alfo prove all its heights and depths ! 


If an unperceived degree of felf- love does not make 
the feale preponderate in my own favour, I have not 
loft ground, but ftill hold fait that meafure of fanéifi- 
cation I received fome time ago. Of late I feel a fenfi- 
ble increafe. Since 1 wrote ‘att, God has been more 
than ever as a place of broad waters unto me. My fel- 
lowfhip is now continually with the Father and the 
Son, through the eternal Spirit | ! Without interruption 
I for Jefus as the King in his beauty, and feel him 
nich. Through mercy 1 enjoy fuch a [weet intercourfe 
with him, as 1 cannot eafily exprefs. Wherever I am, 
or however employed, I am enabled to realize the pre- 
fence of God; and though often engaged with a vari- 
ety of perfons, places, and things, my foul filently 
converfes with him! Through this intercourfe with 
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heaven, my mind is kept in peace, in fpite of the va. 
rious ftratagems of the enemy. Yet I do not experi- 
ence a rapturous joy: it is rather a calm filent enjoy. 
ment of God, which fpreads a heavenly ferenity through 
my foul. This makes me continually with to glorify. 
God in every poflible way. 

At the fame time I am kept deeply fenfible that | am 
nothing, and have nothing but what is freely beftowed, 
I am alfo fweetly drawn to forget the things that are 
behind, and to prefs on to the poffeflion of every blef- 
fing which Chrift has purchafed for me. 

Forgive this tedious account. It is not my ufual man. 
ner to fay fo much about myfelf, but as you afked me the 
{tate of my foul, I thought it a call to declare what 
God had done for me. By thus obliging you, I do 
myfelf a favour. Could I add any thing to your fpiri- 
tual comfort, I fhould feel a fuperior pleafure. If you 
defire to oblige me, continue to write, and fpeak free- 
ly, and thereby you will add to the many obligations 
already conferred on, Rev. Sir, your affectionate friend 
in Jefus, 


———- 6 DS Pr > —_— 


Poetry. 


On hearing a Converfation about a Piece of Poetry in the 
March Number of the Magazine, * Upon Difcord 
in Mufic.” By E. C. 


CONNOISIEUR declares that piece is good, 
& And thould be kept as a chaftifing rod, 
To fcourge difcordant fingers, who abufe 
That art, which we to raife devotion ufe.— 
Confufion, jargon, and a difmal noife, —« 
Mutt grieve the mind, and daimp a chriftian’s joys. 
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Let each one ftudy tones of melody, 

And gain the art of facred harmony ; 
Then fing unto the Lord a holy fong— 
Pure {treams of pfalmody to him belong: 
In chorus join, and thus let voices raife, 
And with the {pirit fing Jenovan’s praile. 


The piece of March, has had its good effect, 
On thofe who willingly their faults correct. 
Good judges fay it is a fine comment 
On hateful difcord, and moft excellent ; 

But fome, who think it was for them intended, 
Appear as if they were almoft offended. 

Reproof or counfel fome will ne’er attend, 

And thus we cannot hope to fee them mend ; 
To tell them of their faults, it gives offence—' 
Tis owing to their pride, or want of fenfe. 

“ For every trifle fcorn to take offence ; 

«¢ That always fhews great pride, or little fenfe : 
“¢ Good nature and good fenfe mutt always j join ; 


“’To err is human, to forgive divine.” Pope. 


From Norers, by Mafon. 


[Selected for the Magazine, by E. C.] 


Ft doth not yet appear what we fall be. Sr. Foun. 


HOU mutt expire, my foul, ordain’d to range 
“Through unexperienc’d fcenes, and ny{t’ries 
** ftrange ; 
* Dark the event, and difmal the exchange. 
“ But when compell’ d to leave this houfe of clay, 
“ And to an unknown /omewhere wing thy way. 
“ Whenttime fhall be eternity, and thou 
* Shalt be thou know’ft not w hat, nor where,nor how, 
* Trembling and pale 
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“ Amazing {tate !—No wonder that we dread 

“¢ The thoughts of death, or faces of the dead, 

“ His black retinue forely {trikes owr mind, 

** Sicknefs and pain before, and darknefs all behind, 


«< Some courteous ghoft, the fecret then reveal ; 
“ Tell us what you have felt, and we muft feel : 
** You warn us of approaching death; and why 
¢ Will you not teach us what it is to die? 
* But having fhot the gulph, you love to view 
** Succeeding fpirits plung’d along like you: 
** Nor lend a friendly hand to guide them through. 
«* When dire difeafe fhall cut, or age untie 
«- The knot of life, and fuffer us to die: 
«¢ When after fome delay, fome trembling ftrife, 
“¢ The foul ftands quiv’ring on the ridge of life: 
‘© With fear and hope fhe throbs, then curious tries 
“* Some /range hereafter, and fome hidden fkies !” 


To whom is death a /range furprife ? 
To him who ne’er his heart applies 
To that which fits us for the fkies.— 


To whom is death a fweet repofe ? 2 
To him who his Redeemer knows : 
To joys unknown, in faith, he goes! 5 


E . C-—+t, 


Errrarvyn ona Miser. 


ERE lies the feorn of infamy, 
A {candal to reproach itfelf ; 
A Mifer of uncommon dye, 
Whofe very blood and bones were pelf i 
And yet he had whereof to boatt, 
Although he gave no tythe nor tool : 
He lov’d his god, and, to his coft, 
So ferv’d him, as to lole his foul! 





